on'l just dance

the waltz, dream i, Mowhere is that impera.

tive more gloriowly observed than in
Visnno of the crescendo of its carnival-the
Opera Boll. This is the ball of balls: the
grandast (5,500 revelars], the fanciest {hos.
v o box con cost more than $25,000), the
most fragrant (15,000 pink camations), the
most miraculous [the Hobsburg Empire, dis
mbered in 1918, ravives in throe-quartar
at w. sherp on the Thursdoy before
Ash Wednasday, bo glitter, swivel, gombal
unfil it swoons away again of dawn)
Like many Viennese mirages, fhis one
peror Franz Jd

commissionsd by tha
Iy 1840 he ordered co
hiouse that could hold “opera balls.” Si
1877 the ball, sopping now and then fd
World War or two, has liled ity way aer

sction of an o

histery. Mover mors imperial than loday, I
a mirage riding on elechonic logisfics. Diek
whantes ore briefed by video for s epening
eotifion. A computerizad effort deplaying

1,000 workers erases all seats 1o transform
auditorium info bollroom overnight. Bul
anca the miracle waltzes, the myth of Vienna)
bocomes flawless flash, - rReneRic MBirond

PERFECT PAIRS

(i February 6, the 350
chutantes and cscorts selocted
wat of 1,500 upplicants

from all over the world made
black-and-white magc.

-l



